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Community Voices

WHO AT WHITWORTH

HELPED YOU THROUGH
A TOUGH TIME?
I would have walked away from college in my first
semester if it hadn't been for the Whitworth professors,
advisors and RA staff who checked on me and made
sure I was OK. I had two hometown friends pass away
in tragic accidents, one the first night I was on campus
and another six weeks later. The Whitworth community
picked me up and surrounded me with love and
reassurance. Becky Gregerson '06
The support of Thorn Caraway and Laurie Lamon
was vital to my making it through the beginning of
quarantine. My mental health was going down the
drain, and having professors who still believed in
me and offered me practical help in completing the
semester meant everything. Adi McNally '20
Ed Miller, my Spanish instructor, taught me privately
each week because the classroom setting was too hard
for me with my vision. My grade went from an F to an A
because of his support. Remarkable!
Donna (Elkins) Newman '86
The baristas at the coffee shop and the food servers.
Their kindness kept me going sometimes. They were
always so intentional to say hello and ask about my life.
Jenna Henninger '18
So many of the professors in the MIT program changed
my world. Stacy Hill stands out though - she always
made time to check in with our mental health, no
matter how much learning needed to happen.
Kendra (Plummer) Robinson MIT '15
When Leonard Oakland gave me an F on a paper it
changed my life - for good. Barb (Laidlaw) Murphy '72

L-R clockwise from top:
Hunter Smit, Becky
Gregerson, Adi McNally
Kendra (Plummer) Robinson

During my senior year, when the road of life was
bumpy, Craig Hinnenkamp listened, for innumerable
hours, in his office while offering wisdom. He handed
me a business card, his cellphone number written on
the back, and said, "If you need anything, call." I still
have it to this day. He became a trusted mentor who
knew me, my strengths, weaknesses, passions and
goals. I am forever grateful. Hunter Smit '19, MBA '20
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WE'RE
ALL IN
Perhaps not since the Freedom Summer of 1964 have Americans
experienced so much racial upheaval and tragedy as we did in the
summer of 2020. Beginning in May with the brutal and televised death
of George Floyd in Minneapolis, people across the U.S. flooded public
spaces in the midst of a deadly pandemic to voice outrage, dissent and
solidarity against continued racism and racial violence.
There has also been plenty of contentious disagreement about the
appropriate actions that need to be taken to reform the country and its
institutions. But most Americans could agree that racial violence is a
symptom of unaddressed and festering wounds caused by centuries of
oppressive and systemic racism.
At Whitworth, we acknowledge racism as a sin - a sin against God, who
created all persons in God's image, and a sin against kindred neighbors,
whom we are called to love as ourselves. As a Christ-centered institution
of higher learning, we seek to educate students in ways that better
equip them to love God and love their neighbor, and to be agents for
peace and reconciliation in a broken world.
This work isn't new. For decades, Whitworthians have labored on
the front lines of inclusion and equity, and generations of Whitworth
graduates have been sent into the world to be the healing salve
needed in their neighborhoods, schools, churches, civic organizations
and governments. Although we have much more work to do, new
generations of Whitworthians are being equipped to change the world,
including students like Taylor Pannell '22, whose compelling artwork is
featured in this issue on P. 18.
Even so, to fully become the institution God has called us to be,
Whitworth must redouble its efforts across the curriculum, in our
programming for students and our professional development for
employees, and in the needed supports we provide for students of color.
This is important and sacred work. It's difficult work. And we're all in.
Grace and peace,

Beck A. Taylor, President

WHTTWORTH ATHLETICS LEADERSHIP TEAM CENTER

THE CAMPAIGN FOR

WHITWORTH

The Whitworth Pirates are known for their domination of the
Northwest Conference, winning the Mcllroy-Lewis All-Sports Trophy
an unprecedented 12 years in a row. Now, thanks to the generous
support of 201 donors, the university's athletics teams are the proud
occupants of a gleaming new home.
The $12.7 million Whitworth Athletics Leadership Team Center, aka
"The WALT," is named in honor of longtime Whitworth trustee Walt
Oliver '67. The 28,000-square-foot facility includes:

> Coaches' offices and staff space for Whitworth's 21 varsity
sports (finally housed in one facility)
> A football locker room with 131 lockers
> Multiple conference rooms
> Public lounges and a break room
> A 162-seat team room
> A wraparound patio overlooking the soccer, softball and
football fields
> Accent walls made of renewable bamboo plywood
> A signature Whitworth logo light fixture (photo at right)
> A 12-foot-wide video wall •

CAMPAIGN GIVING UPDATE | TOTAL: $140.7 MILLION

$31.5M
ENDOWMENTS

$37.1M
FACILITIES

$44.1M

$27.9M

PROGRAMS

BEQUESTS

Q Learn more about campaign projects at whitworth.edu/campaign. 5

BY MEGAN JONAS
At high risk for the coronavirus, Roberta Wilburn has
mostly refrained from participating in the recent protests
sparked by renewed national calls for racial justice. But
then Wilburn was asked to speak at the Spokane protest
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for Breonna Taylor. Wilburn, Whitworth's associate dean
of graduate studies in education & diversity initiatives,
couldn't say no.
"She was a 26-year-old African American female who
was trying to do some good things and was killed in her
home," Wilburn says of Taylor, the unarmed EMT who
was shot by Louisville police in March. "She could have
been my daughter."
The September protest came after a grand jury declined
to directly charge officers for Taylor's death.
"There are just too many things in this particular case
where justice wasn't being done," Wilburn says. "I could
not sit idly by."
Wilburn became passionate about promoting unity
and racial reconciliation after she was the victim of a
racist verbal attack as a schoolgirl. She has focused on
diversity throughout her career in teacher education, but
race and equity have recently become a more prominent
part of her work. Two years ago, Wilburn and her
husband, James, launched Wilburn & Associates, LLC,
a diversity training and consulting company. Wilburn is
retiring from Whitworth in December after 13 years to
concentrate on growing her company.
"I want to focus all of my attention to diversity, equity
and inclusion," Wilburn says, "because we really need it."

"WE NEED PEOPLE TO BE
OPEN TO LISTENING...TO
HEAR THEIR STORIES AND
TRY TO BE EMPATHETIC..."
Wilburn desires to help people become more culturally
sensitive and responsive. She believes a key place to
start is by listening. "We need people to be open to
listening and to taking the time to talk to people who are
different from themselves, hear their stories and try to be
empathetic," she says. This is why her company hosts free
community conversations on difficult topics.
While Wilburn thinks it's important that more people
from all walks of life are wanting to support the
movement for racial justice, she is concerned that many
people don't know how to be effective allies. She is
currently creating a course on allyship through her online
school. "I want it to be a meaningful, valuable experience
to help people be effective," she says.
The verse Micah 6:8 in the Bible leads Wilburn in her
work. "It talks about loving mercy, doing justice and
walking humbly with your God," Wilburn says. "I think
that's the call that God has put on my life, and therefore,
I'm following in that direction." U
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BY MEGAN JONAS

The late children's television host and Presbyterian minister Fred
Rogers' advice to "look for the helpers" is often cited in times of crisis.
"If you look for the helpers," he said, "you'll know that there's hope."
As humanity continues to grapple with the COVID-19 crisis, we looked
for the helpers in our Whitworth community. They weren't hard to
find. Whitworthians across generations are helping their patients,
students, congregations and communities in countless ways. They
give us hope, and we are grateful.
Following are snapshots of their experiences.

Chris Koch '94
English congregation pastor for the Reformed Church of
Newtown, Queens, New York City

"Since we live in a diverse community both ethnically
and economically, the pandemic hit many families
in our church very hard. Some of our undocumented
families especially were in crisis since they didn't
receive any government assistance. Because of this,
many congregation members are contributing to
groceries, rental assistance and other needs for families
in crisis. This pandemic proved that the church is not
defined by a building but by Jesus Christ, and we have
continued seeking to worship, serve and grow in Christ
together despite our church building being closed."

Rebecca Ricards '97
A s an emergency management logistician for Doctors
Without Borders, Ricards helped lead a team in Houston
that supported nursing homes.

"Coming to Houston and helping with a COVID
intervention felt really necessary. I haven't been
Dersonally affected by COVID, so it was important for
me to see firsthand what is happening. It was really
cool to say to nurses, 'We're not here to find things
you're doing wrong. We're here to tell you what
you're doing right and find ways to support you.'"

Marie D. De Jesus/©Houston Chronicle. Used with permission

Erin (Nakasone) Murakami '08
Kindergarten teacher at Ewa Elementary,
Ewa Beach, Hawaii

"I'm super proud of our students for evolving
and learning with us as we were forced to teach
virtually this year. I also know how challenging
it is for families to support their little ones while
also working from home or for grandparents
having to 'go back to school' to help their
grandchildren."

Sarah (Everett) Brody '98,
M.Ed. '09, M.A. '17
Chaplain at Providence Sacred Heart
Medical Center, Spokane

"In the midst of a lot of tragedy and loss, it has been
moving to be a part of a collective movement of care
for the vulnerable. There is a bone-weariness that
so many of us feel in healthcare, as in many other
sectors, but you're never as weary as the patient lying
in the bed. Just thinking we might be recalling to that
person their worth and belovedness in the ways we
care for them is worth every ounce of effort."

Jeff Mullaney '89
Manager, Research & Development Operations Center
of Excellence at Eli Lilly and Company

"If you would have told me a year ago that we
would be able to identify a new therapy and have
it in clinical trials in a matter of a couple months,
I would have asked if you were also trying to sell
me the Brooklyn Bridge. Over the last six months
I can't keep up with the number of conversations
where I consistently hear, 'How can we do this
faster and better?"'

Jon Anderson '08, M.D.
Attending intensivist (critical care physician) at
Providence Sacred Heart Medical Center, Spokane

"I provide advanced life support and medical care
for the sickest COVID patients in our region. I find
hope and strength in the people who I work side by
side with caring for these patients. To face a disease
that causes such devastating illness with a team
that is so committed to doing everything possible
bolsters my spirit and helps me face each day."

Ruth Carlson'22
A Whitworth continuing studies student, Carlson has
sewn and donated so many masks she has lost count.

"Part of me was paying forward the generosity
that people showed me when I was going through
a hard time. Now as COVID and social distancing
continue on, it has been heartwarming to be part
of a collective sewing community that has come
together to meet some needs both large and small."

Maggie (Staib) Mayer '04
Teacher at Ridgeview Elementary, Spokane

"COVID has taught me that my No. 1 goal is to be
flexible. Teaching and learning online with young
children is tremendously challenging, but so
rewarding. Out of necessity, teachers have had to
get very familiar and comfortable with technology. I
believe this will benefit us in our profession far beyond
the pandemic. What brings me hope is to remember
how resilient children are and how adaptable we can
be if we try to stay positive in difficult situations." •

Read additional profiles at whitworth.edu/whitworthtoday.

First-Person
Shawn Washington '04
Major: Sociology

Whitworth Associate Dean of Student Success & Equity
GROWING UP, ANCHORAGE [ALASKA] WAS MY WORLD.
I didn't really see much of the U.S. and the world. But 1 just took
that as an opportunity to learn as much as I could from others.
EDUCATION WASN'T PROMINENT FOR MY MOM OR DAD.
I didn't focus too much on academics in high school, and I
wasn't sure if I was going to go to college. I ended up attending
a college in New Mexico, but I didn't stay. I eventually came to
Spokane and decided to pursue Whitworth.
I WAS ON THE FOOTBALL TEAM FOR MOST OF MY TIME
HERE. Then I got involved in clubs and organizations. Especially
the Black Student Union - I was vice president of that club. I
also had a Whitworth radio show.
THERE'S A THING CALLED MICROAGGRESSIONS, which are
subtle insults toward certain people. That would happen to
me, about my race and ethnicity. I definitely thought it was
ignorance, and at times arrogance. Some people were curious,
but they didn't know how to say things or approach me, and I
didn't know at times where to go for support.
It was a tough road, but I AM BLESSED TO BE THE FIRST
IN MY FAMILY TO GRADUATE WITH A BACHELOR'S,
A MASTER'S AND NOW A DOCTORATE.
WHEN I WAS A STUDENT, THE PERCENTAGE OF RACIAL
AND ETHNIC DIVERSITY WAS LOW - in the single digits. From
where Whitworth was 20 years ago to where it is now, I'm
thankful I've been a part of that growth. We've been working to
implement new programs and initiatives while maintaining and
transforming programs and initiatives that came before me.
MY EXPERIENCE AS A STUDENT HAS CHALLENGED ME TO BE
MINDFUL ABOUT THE STUDENTS I SERVE NOW. Each student
has their own story of how they got to Whitworth and how they
are pursuing and maintaining their journeys here. I want to play
a part in helping them navigate Whitworth University.
WE NEED TO CONTINUE TO HAVE CONVERSATIONS
ABOUT RETENTION, PERSISTENCE AND ACCESS FOR EACH
STUDENT. It's not easy to go to college and it's not easy to stay.
It's a challenging time and it takes a lot of grit.
I JUST WANT TO PROVIDE A SAFE SPACE FOR STUDENTS
TO BE ABLE TO TALK AUTHENTICALLY ABOUT THEIR
LIVES. I want them to tell me their real story so I can really
understand how they're processing being here, especially
underrepresented students. •
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TIMELINE:

MEDICAL
SCHOOIL

BY KEVIN GLOVER'16

BIOLOGY MAJOR,
THEOLOGY MINOR

I decided to apply to medical school several years after graduating from
Whitworth, making me what is considered a nontraditional applicant. While at
Whitworth I juggled a lot of interests in true liberal arts fashion: I did research
in microbiology and I was passionate about theology. During the summers I
worked for Peak 7 Adventures, a nonprofit outdoor leadership program.
After graduating I continued doing youth mentorship in Spokane, but over
time I realized that I missed the rigor of scientific thinking. Medicine seemed
to offer a natural marriage of my love of science with my desire to be an
advocate for vulnerable people.
Applying to medical school is an expensive, complex and competitive
process: The average acceptance rate ranges from 2 to 15 percent. Many
nontraditional med school applicants like me have a hard time getting the
recommendations and help they need. I knew that finding support from
experts would be critical.

14

JANUARY 2018
I sent a "Hey, I've been thinking about medical
school" email to Mike Sardinia (biology), who,
along with Karen Stevens (chemistry), is the
point person for Whitworth's pre-medical
program. "Dr. Mike" brought me to his office and
asked why I was thinking about medicine. He
listened, asked a few questions, then gave me
a litany of things to do ranging from additional
coursework to shadowing physicians.

FEBRUARY 2018
Alicia Epps (psychology) mentored me for a
month in her lab, where I did research in behavioral
science alongside her students. Exposure to the
research process is crucial for future doctors, since
the foundation of their practice is the basic science
that informs biomedicine.

"AS A FIRST-GENERATION
COLLEGE GRADUATE.J NEEDED
HELP BUILDING NETWORKING
OPPORTUNITIES WITH PHYSICIANS "

MAY 2018
As a first-generation college graduate from a rural
area, I have no family working in medicine and I
needed help building networking opportunities
with physicians. Whitworth's alumni relations office
connected me with four healthcare professionals
who allowed me to shadow them on the job. The
highlight was watching Dr. Erik Gilbert (the father
of two current Whitworth students) surgically
replace someone's ear drum. That was amazing.

SUMMER & FALL 2018
To gain experience, I found a job as a medical scribe
for a nonprofit clinic in Spokane. I also went back
to school to complete additional coursework, and
I drafted and revised my personal statement for
my application. At least four Whitworth professors
reviewed my statement as well as a couple of good
friends from college. Always keep your English major
friends close, folks.

15

"THE CIRCLE
OF SUPPO
JUST KEPT
GROWING.

WINTER 2019
With the application period opening in May, Alicia Epps
became my point-person for all aspects of the application
process. Her help in answering my increasingly detailed
questions was crucial. Kamesh Sankaran (engineering &
physics) gave me advice and provided a letter of reference.
I also studied for the MCAT, a grueling 7%-hour exam.
The test had recently added a section on psychology and
sociology, which was problematic because I hadn't taken
those classes at Whitworth. Mark Killian (sociology), a
friend of mine from church, shared documents he had
curated to help his students who were studying for the
MCAT. The circle of support just kept growing.

SPRING 2019
I submitted my application and hoped that a school or two
would want to meet me. In preparation for interviewing with

* No. 7021
CJ> 22t>OA
U636*3*3°

programs, Whitworth's pre-med faculty committee gave me
a rigorous three-hour mock interview, and Tiffany Riddle
(career services) grilled me in a mock interview as well.

I traveled to Tijuana, where I stayed at an orphanage for
two months and spent each day at a low-income clinic
where I improved my Spanish and learned about medicine
in Mexico.
Seven medical schools took the bait and accepted my
application! Throughout the fall I attended interviews
around the country.
16

MARCH 2020
In the early grip of the COVID-19 pandemic, March

So many people at Whitworth helped me make it into

found me deciding between programs at the University

medical school. Their time and efforts empowered me

of Washington, Duke University and University of

to become another link in the chain of service to others

California, San Francisco. Choosing a school amid the

that anchors Whitworth's mind-and-heart mission. •

massive uncertainty of the pandemic was difficult, but
each program emphasized service and would allow me
to do meaningful interdisciplinary research.
I chose the University of Washington because I was

"MY EDUCATION WILL EQUIP

excited about the program's opportunities to conduct
community-based research on healthcare equity. My

ME TO ACT ON THE SOCIAL

education at UW will engage me intellectually as it
equips me to act on the social and medical inequalities
that trouble my heart.

AND MEDICAL INEQUALITIES
THAT TROUBLE MY HEART."

FALL 2020
My first day of medical school found me in Ellensburg,
Wash., screening nursing home residents for COVID-19.
I had been accepted into UW's rural and underserved
sub-track, which includes placement in a small town
prior to the formal start of coursework. Donning the PPE
(personal protective equipment) was surreal - but what
a powerful introduction to this new era of medicine.

17
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academic minute

After we applied for summer math research fellowships,
Assistant Professor of Mathematics & Computer Science
Diana Schepens invited each of us to her office for an

HANNAH DAVID '21
MAJOR: MATHEMATICAL ECONOMICS

&

KACIE LYNN FOSTER '23
MAJORS: PSYCHOLOGY AND CHEMISTRY
(PRE-MED TRACK)

interview. She told us to be ready for the summer to
change our lives.

OK, Dr. Schepens, whatever you say.
She could not have been more right. Summer 2020
allowed us to view God in a completely different light.
Dr. Schepens asked us to gather research and learn
about mathematical topics such as infinity, zero and
chaos theory. After we acquired an understanding of
each topic, we made connections between the math
and God's character. The ultimate goal of our research
was to aid Dr. Schepens in writing a book on math and
faith, but we accomplished so much more.
We first explored infinity, which proved to have
countless applications to theology. Infinity is always
beyond anything we can dream of and can never be
fully understood. Even large numbers can't come close
to infinity because every number is still an infinity away.
Understanding these concepts has shaped the way we
interpret Scripture. Psalm 103:12 says, "He has removed
our sins as far from us as the east is from the west." East

20

Kacie Lynn Foster

" 1iff/

above it all.

we trust in this
mysterious God."
and west are infinitely far apart, which means our sins
are so far away that we could never approach them.
God reveals himself to us mathematically, and his word
becomes clearer through the lens of mathematics.
Math declares God's beauty but also reveals his
incomprehensibility. This leads us to search for him our
whole lives. He is an infinite God who speaks meaning
and existence from nothing; he reigns beyond what
we can see, yet he somehow is still intertwined with
our very being. He gives our bodies life and our souls
a purpose. He sets eternity in our hearts, so we know
there is something bigger - something more - even if
we don't understand this entirely. And above it all, we
trust in this mysterious God.
God never belongs within the human constraints we
impose on him. God is infinitely higher than us, so
who are we to limit him to theology? God created the
truth of mathematics just like he formed the laws of
the universe or designed a colorful sunset. We study
these wonders to seek a fuller picture of our beautiful,
rational, creator God. •
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My Favorite Memory: A Class of 2020 Al"
BY KATIE LACAYO '19

Last spring, members of the Class of
2020 experienced the loss of attending
classes, studying and socializing
together during what would have been
their final months on campus. The
766 graduates mourned further - and
the greater Whitworth community
mourned with them - when their May
commencement ceremonies had to be
postponed due to the pandemic.
To honor and celebrate each graduate
of the Class of 2020, we offer here a
selection of their favorite memories
from their time at Whitworth.

Spending Jan Term exploring "The
Meaning of Life" in New York City with
Adam Neder (theology). Our class soaked
up the art and food scenes, talked with
a diverse range of New Yorkers about
their passions, and reflected on some of
life's most important themes. It was an
incredible trip with such a fun group
of people.
STEPHANIE MELTON

B.A. French & Francophone Studies

22

The MBA trip to Sun Valley led by
Kevin Parker '96 (MBA instructor).
Kevin created an environment that
enabled us to be vulnerable, develop
meaningful friendships and grow
intellectually. We learned from
experienced leaders and dove deep
into philosophical concepts while
being surrounded by a beautiful,
peaceful landscape.
TYLER KENNEDY
Master of Business Administration
After the big first snow of winter
Hammocking in The Loop our

our sophomore year. My friends and

first year. One of my friends set up

I grabbed our sleds and squealed

a hammock, and from there came

like schoolchildren, riding down a hill

another one, until it was seven

in the Back 40. Having grown up in

and we couldn't put up more.

Southern California, this was my first

ABDULHAQ

real time sledding.

B.A. Computer Science Business Track

ANYANORDLING
B.S. Health Science and
B.A. Community Health

Going to Dockside in Coeur
d'Alene every year with the track
& field team. I loved dressing up
and spending time with new and
old track athletes.
NATHAN CONLEY
BBA Business Administration Business Management and
Marketing Concentrations

23

The ordinary day-to-day routines:

The BMac Haunted House. My

going to and from Robinson Hall,
walking to the U-Rec rain or shine,
peers, going to the HUB for food

freshman year I got to be a zombie in
the outdoor section. My sophomore
year, Andy Weeks '20, Meghan Trainer
'20 and I designed a Cora/Zne-themed

and fellowship, ordering countless

room. It was an absolute blast and

London fogs in the coffee shop, and

very creepy.

coming home to my residence hall or

JULIA HALEY

housemates.

B.A. History/Social Studies and
Secondary Education

commiserating about homework with

KELSEY ANDERSON

B.S. Chemistry - Biochemistry Track
The poetry reading that the English
Walking down the Hello Walk, or past

department held at Boots Bakery &

the HUB, or through Baldwin-Jenkins
and having five, 10 or even 20 people

Lounge last March, on the day before

greet me by name as I pass. After six
years at Whitworth, it never gets old.
PHILLIP ALLEVATO '17

M.A. in Theology '20
The late nights studying in Dixon Hall
until the security guard came and
kicked us out.

we moved to virtual instruction. It
was a great opportunity to hear
some of my classmates' beautiful
work in person for the last time. The
sharing of poetry is something that
I especially cherished in my time at
Whitworth, because it's so deeply
personal to offer up your writing to
a room full of people you care about.
Even now, post-graduation, I find

KATALINA HUERTA

myself sending bits of verse to some

B.S. Health Science

of my classmates as a reminder that
the act of creation is something that

When my housemates and I

connects us all, even if we're far apart.

performed our original song,

CHANDLER WHEELER

"Country Homes," at Pirate Idol. We

B.A. English •

had so much fun singing and being
goofy in front of all those people.
ANDREW ZIEGLER

B.A. International Studies Political Science
Every Wednesday at Awake. Our
Lectio Divina and worship nights at
the old Awake house were some of
the best. I loved the quiet time to
reflect and pray, and I felt so blessed
to share in that space with everyone.
MADDY JACOBS

B.A. Elementary Education
The Class of2020's combined commencement ceremony is scheduled for May 23, 2021.
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specialist for AmeriCorps in Berkeley,

Spencer is earning a J.D. degree at the

Calif. Alex Fergus and Rachel Murray

University of Alabama School of Law.

'19 were married May 24. Ian Fisher

Rache Strand married Jared Barranco

served as a Peace Corps volunteer for

on May 19,2018. Rache is a middle

for Gonzaga University. Mary Peterson

15 months. Emma Harms and Nick

school counselor in North Bend. Katrina

is a research assistant for Washington
State University Sleep and Performance

Hughes '19 were married Jan. 25.

Ulnick married Caleb Brown on Sept.

Nick is a youth transitional housing

29,2018. Katrina is a manager at Rocket

employment specialist for Volunteers

Bakery in Spokane. Haley Vick is an

of America in Spokane. Garrett Hillman

associate banker for Chase Bank in

in Richland.

and Hannah Galbraith '20 were married
Aug. 1. Melanie Hynden teaches math

Spokane.

2019

at Mountainside Middle School and

Misikir Adnew is in her second year of

leads a Young Life group at Mt. Spokane

the master's in public health program

High School. Joyce (Raya) Lockard is

at Yale School of Public Health. Chanel

interim CEO for Responders Emergency

CoCo is a circulation technician for

Services Credit Union in Spokane.
Lily McKeirnan is earning a master in

2020s-10s

2020
Shelby Krug is a program coordinator

Research Center in Spokane. Cameron
Rutherford is a computer science intern
at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory

Northwest Eye Surgeons and attends
nursing school in Kenmore. Allison

teaching degree at Whitworth after

Hansen married Colton Anderson on

teaching for a semester in Thailand.

Feb. 15. Allison teaches fourth grade at

Lani (Wahl) McQuilkin attends Drexel

Challenger Elementary in Everett. Taylor
Heath and Emma Phillips were married

University's Dornsife School of Public

Feb. 2. McKenna Holmes is an assurance

M.Ed, is chief of education and training

associate for PricewaterhouseCoopers in

for Fairchild Air Force Base. Nathan

Seattle. Tyler Nelson is earning an M.Div.

Mumford is a portfolio administrator for
Tschetter Group in Bellevue. Michaela
Stalder moved to Dallas and is an

with a focus on creation care theology
and environmental ethics at Fuller
Theological Seminary in Anoka, Minn.
Wynter Nelson married Jonathan Lewey
on Aug. 19, 2019. Wynter teaches at
Oregon Online Schools in Portland. Mike
Ong is a senior investigator for Amazon
Web Services in Seattle. Rachel Porche

Health in Philadelphia. Barry Miller

analyst for Goldman Sachs.

2016
Jess Arnzen has taught kindergarten
in Saudi Arabia for three years. Alex
Hoffmann earned an M.D. from the
University of Washington School of
Medicine with highest honors and has
begun the first year of residency in
internal medicine at Massachusetts
General Hospital/Harvard Medical
School in Boston. Amy Hooper
married Thomas Lancaster on Aug. 25,
2018. Joanna Hope graduated from
physician assistant school at Wake
Forest School of Medicine and lives in
Puyallup. Niehls Ingram MIT '20 teaches
secondary mathematics in Spokane
Tyler McQuilkin is earning an M.Div.
from Princeton Theological Seminary

2017

Jordanne Perry and Caleb Mathena '17

Timmy Costa MIT '19 teaches in

were married July 3, 2017. Caleb earned
a J.D. degree from UCLA School of Law
and is an associate attorney for FAVROS

Lake Washington School District in
Sammamish. Dustin Dillon is attending
the David Geffen School of Medicine at

Law in Seattle. Angela (Stevens)

UCLA. Ashley Fitzgerald teaches high

Shope is a communications production

school math in Palm Springs, Calif; she

manager for Food for the Hungry in

is also the assistant coach for girls golf,

Phoenix. Kylie Jo Skellen is a staffing

part of the AVID team, and a senior

coordinator and senior administrator

University in Nashville, Tenn.

class co-advisor. Sarah Hill was married
Dec. 28,2019. Lauren Noonan married

for Aramark-Tacoma Dome in Tacoma.

2018

Devin Thurston on July 7. Lauren attends

Amanda Anderson is an extended

seminary and is junior high ministry

marketing financial analyst at Umpqua

leave first-grade teacher for Deer

director at Fremont Presbyterian Church

Park (Wash.) School District. Scott

in Sacramento, Calif. Christopher Pieper

is a field chemist for Clean Harbors in
Spokane Valley. Lindsey Smith and Joe
Spencer were married Aug. 4,2019.
Tatyana Stites-Hunter is attending an
accelerated nursing program at Belmont

Bingham is a financial services data

was ordained as a pastor in Ekklesia,

analyst in San Diego. Devon Clements

a member church of the Mulheimer

Kimberly Tadlock is a secondary
Bank in Spokane.
2015
Christopher Engelmann is in his final
year of a Ph.D. program in clinical

is a copywriter and assistant producer

Verband, and has nearly completed an

psychology and has a predoctoral

for Beavercreek Marketing in Hastings,

M.Div. at the European School of Culture

internship residency at University of

Neb. Rachael Eaton is an employment

and Theology in Germany. Matthew

Puget Sound. Lise Hafso is an assistant
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for the Spirare Choir and is proposal

University. Amy Erickson released her

coordinator for JUB Engineers Inc.,

debut book, Ephraim Radner, Hosean

2000s-1990s

in Spokane. Brandy King married

Wilderness, and the Church in the

2009

Nathan Sperle on Oct. 5, 2019. Shannon
Koziovich is a tobacco control program

Post-Christendom West. She lives in

Meghan Brombach married Nitin

Kingsbury, Texas. Jackie Goldman

Bajaj on June 2, 2018. Both are in their

manager for Equality California in Los

married Kara Goldman on April 21. Gina

second year of residency at LAC+USC

Angeles.

Lusk is a quality specialist for Gilead

Medical Center in Los Angeles. Adrian

2014

Sciences in Foster City, Calif. Nathan

Grissom is a business operations

Evan Anders and Sami Starkey '16

Reed and Kaprina Goodwin MAT '16

manager for World Vision in the Seattle

were married April 15,2018. Sami is

were married Jan. 25. Chris Stibich

area. Adeline (Estes) Grow is assistant

a veterinary assistant for Longmont

director of internships and external

(Colo.) Humane Society. Courtney

is a freelance photographer and a
professional soccer coach for preschool

Bagdon-Cox earned a Ph.D. in criminal

through collegiate players. Sarah Trax is

Business. Kelly McCrillis works in the

justice from Washington State University

a cafe manager at Everybody's Coffee in

film industry in Portland, Ore., and

and works for Washington State

Chicago. Dave York M.Ed. '20 teaches

teaches screenwriting and filmmaking.

third grade for Central Valley School

Alex Smith co-founded Prescription

District in Spokane Valley.

Joy, a nonprofit healthcare clowning

Department of Corrections in Tumwater.
Veronica Fetzer married Brett Boogerd
on March 25, 2018. Veronica is a legal

2011

office assistant for the Washington State

Jeana Abell is a human resources

Attorney General's Office. Lauren Frey

specialist at Spokane Public Schools.

married Isaiah Hollister on Aug. 16,2019.

relations for Whitworth's School of

organization in New Orleans that
uses humor and human connection to
transform the healing environment.

Jonathan Deal is a senior technical

2008

Kaley Hayhurst married Jay Foster on

program manager at Amazon Web

Rachel (Johnson) Cotter is an indirect

Jan. 11. Rosie McFarland married Kevin

Services in Bellevue. Tammy (McGough)

loan processor for STCU in Spokane.

Alexander on April 7, 2018. Rosie is

Dorn designs puzzle-based adventure

Lindsay Darbonne married Kevin

general manager at Big Basin Redwoods
Park Co. Melissa Peck teaches

games for mobile devices for Haiku

King on Oct. 13, 2019. Patricia (Rizzo)

Games; she lives in Olympia. Andrew

Meredith published a short story called

elementary school in Eleele, Hawaii.

Keyser is a customer success manager

"Mary, Did You Know?" in the anthology

Kristine (Kardell) Roach is an associate

Christmas Fiction Off the Beaten Path

attorney for Welborn Sullivan Meek

for Tanktemp Control in Newberg,
Ore. Robert Schaefer works for Intel

and Tooley in Denver. Aaron Vaccaro

in Portland, Ore. Jocelyn Whitfield-

married Kadra Rademacher on June 8,

Babcock is development director for

Rauh and Lyle Rauh live with their three
children in Salem, Ore., where Heather is

2019. Lauren (Curran) Wanamaker is

the Museum of North Idaho in Coeur

a real estate agent.

pastor of the Wear Love program for
Eastlake Tri-Cities Church in Richland.

d'Alene. Stephanie Wiley is assistant

2007

director of university advancement

Michael Allan is a firefighter for the

2013

events for Western Washington

Kirkland (Wash.) Fire Department.

James Ahasay M.A. in Theology

University.

Kelsy Brown is a pastor for Mission

received his D.Min. in leadership and

2010

del Sol Presbyterian Church in Tempe,

spiritual formation from Portland

Laura (Smith) Keatts is a performance

Ariz. Christine DeWitt married Andrew

Seminary, George Fox University. He

improvement clinical analyst for

Simpson on March 19. Jacob Jones is a

serves as a chaplain for Nursing Home

Providence Health Care in Spokane.

firefighter for the Everett (Wash.) Fire

Ministries in Portland, Ore., and as an

Laura and her husband, Todd, are

Department. Kaley (Hawk) McCauley

associate pastor. Molly Hough is an

participating in the unaccompanied

earned an associate degree in nursing

attorney at the Minneapolis law firm

refugee minors program through

at Columbia Basin College and is a

Bassford Remele and was elected to the

Lutheran Community Services. Marissa

registered nurse in the ICU at Kadlec

board of directors of Minnesota Women

(Thomas) Lindgren owns Cascade

Hospital in Richland. Shawn Mock owns

Lawyers. Holly McCammon married

Family Therapy LLC in Denver and is a

Spokane Smartphone Solutions in

Richard Asplund on June 21, 2019.

licensed marriage and family therapist.

Spokane Valley.

Jourdyn McClain married Rob Berg on

Stacie Snyder married Jeff McFadden

July 22. John Taylor is writing center

2006

on Dec. 20, 2019.

coordinator for University of MichiganDearborn. Carly Schilperoort works at a

DEBUTS

level one trauma center in Oakland, Calif.

Samuel, to Melinda (Leavitt) Hedquist

Bethany Wonch MIT '18 teaches high

'12 and Luke Hedquist, June 28 • Philip,

school English at K12 Online Schools in

to Alaina (Thompson) Wright '12 and

Spokane.

Joshua Wright, Aug. 30,2019 • Marie,

2012
Kurt Barneson married Matthew Galvez
on Oct. 19, 2019. Theresa (Jimenez)
Burch earned an M.Ed, in learning and
technology and an M.S. in educational
leadership from Western Governors

to Tammy (McGough) Dorn '11 and
Chris Dorn, March 8 • Theodore, to Ryan
Graves '11 and Sara Graves '12, Feb. 26
• Elliot, to Rebecca (Meyer) Luttrell '11
and Matthew Luttrell '11, March 5

and lives in Spangle. Heather (Stevens)

Aaron Allen is a licensed massage
therapist at Columbia Hospitality and
Advanced Sports Chiropractic in Blaine.
Loren Killgore does quality control
and inspection for ToolCraft in Monroe.
Laurel (Tanza) Maxwell is guest services
operations coordinator for Santa Cruz
Museum of Art and History in California.
Nathan Williams is an assistant
professor at Rochester Institute of
Technology in New York.
2005
Yvonne Benoit retired after 48 years

27

as a nurse manager in Spokane Valley.
Josh Dwight is a program manager
for Merchant Risk Council in Seattle.
Erik Lystad is an attending physician
at Central Washington Hospital
in Wenatchee. Matt Tippin is an
accounting manager for Ste. Michelle
Wine Estates in Woodinville.
2004
Alyssa (Neel) Agee is interim board
president for Terrain in Spokane. Suzi
Belanger graduated summa cum laude
from Arkansas State University, where
she earned an M.S. degree in special
education. Kelcy (Bradley) Edwards is
a stay-at-home mom in Hamilton, Mont.
Nelson LaPlante is a lecturer and is
earning a Ph.D. in economics at Central
Washington University in Sammamish.
Ryan Moede is a business developer
for Teague in Seattle. Lars Olson is a
structured finance manager for Avangrid
Renewables in Portland, Ore. Brianne
(Dutton) Ozaki is a nurse practitioner at
Summit Cancer Centers in Spokane. She
is married and has two daughters.
2003
Maren Anderson married Hale Hanaway
on July 19, 2019. Melissa Barnett
married Ben Jeffers on July 18. Rebecca
Brady married Sean Scanson in 2011; the
couple have three children and live in
Billings, Mont., where Rebecca teaches
high school math. Julie Brownfield
retired from the Spokane County
Sheriff's Office. Jeremy Groefsema
married Itara on Feb. 16, 2019. Michael
Howard and his wife, Stephanie,
adopted five children and also have
three biological children. They live in
Orting.

2002
Julie Axell teaches for Elk Grove Unified
School District in Sacramento, Calif.
Katie (Carter) Cascamo earned an M.A.
degree in organizational leadership with
a concentration in servant leadership
at Gonzaga University and is pursuing
a Ph.D. in leadership studies. She
is founder and CEO of Courageous
Steps in San Luis Obispo, Calif. Doug
Edmonson is director of career and
technical education for the Mead
(Wash.) School District.

June 2,2018. Erica is an accountant and
bookkeeper for her father's tax firm and
Matt is a physical therapist in Spokane.
Tim Woods is district magistrate judge
for the 25th Judicial District in Garden
City, Kan.

2000
Rachal (Shim) Mather is a preschool
teacher for the Partners in Development
Foundation in Honolulu. Lyd (Jones)
Reid is manager of the neurology
trauma care unit at Salem (Ore.) Health.
1999
Debbie (Cooke) McDonald teaches
fourth and fifth grades at Lidgerwood
Elementary School in Spokane. This year
she will celebrate 25 years of marriage
to her husband, Pete. They have six
grandchildren. Pam (McNamer) Wilder
is director of homeless and foster youth
services for Del Norte Unified School
District in Crescent City, Calif.
1998
Heidi (McCahan) Blankenship and
her husband, Steve, live in Cary, N.C.,
and have three sons. Heidi recently
signed her third publishing contract
with Harlequin Love Inspired. Jim
Fraley is a principal for Laramie County
School District 1 in Cheyenne, Wyo. He
is married and has six children. Jen
(Parrish) Lunde is an administrative
assistant for Grizzly Industrial in
Bellingham. Heather (Eiffert) Sund is
founder and CEO of Navigate Family
Therapy in Edmonds. Anna Tollenaar
supports family caregivers with Powerful
Tools for Caregivers in Portland, Ore.
1997
Lori (Ostby) Bryant retired in 2019 in
Spokane. David Collins is a voice actor,
composer and sound designer; he lives
in Los Angeles with his wife, Lauren, and
his two children.
1996
Elizabeth (Campbell) Jenkins rode her
bike, solo and self-supported, from Bar
Harbor, Maine, to Anacortes, Wash., in
2018 to raise money for a meals program
for elementary school students in SedroWoolley. Lisa (O'Donnell) Wandrey is
a financial advisor for Edward Jones in
Ogden, Utah.

2001

1995

Lily Baldwin-Garduno is a clinical
supervisor for SeaMar Health Centers
in Bellingham. Sister Mary Eucharista
is programs manager at Immaculate
Heart Retreat Center in Spokane. Erica
(Teague) Fain married Matt Fain on

Anne-Marie (Williams) Strohman
graduated from Vermont College of
Fine Arts with an MFA in writing for
children and young adults. She lives in
Sunnyvale, Calif., with her husband and
two teenagers. Sheila (Brown) Zelenz

28

published a book, RootEd: How Trauma
Impacts Learning and Society.
1994
Kathy DeCristoforo Frare is a registered
nurse case manager for Moda Health in
Portland, Ore.
1993
Anna Schowengerdt is executive
vice president for International
Youth Foundation in Baltimore. Krisi
(Romberger) Sonneland is spiritual
director for campus ministries at
Whitworth. Dan Thompson and Kebra
(Kendall) Thompson '94 live in Gig
Harbor. Dan is a CPA for an international
publicly traded company, and Kebra is a
computer engineer for the U.S. Navy.
1992
Diane Hanson is earning a doctorate
in psychology; her dissertation is on
forgiveness. She lives in Marana, Ariz.
Arthur "Buff" Normand has worked
for Alaska Airlines for 20 years. He is
currently a captain with the airline and is
based in Portland, Ore.
1991
Troy Burns was a staff writer for a career
guidance firm for about 20 years. For
the past four years he has served as
senior pastor at Sunrise Church of Christ
in Spokane.
1990
David Hendrickx has retired in Weston,
W.Va.
DEBUTS
Opal, to Angela (Leonardi) Hunsaker
'09 and Matthew Hunsaker, Sept. 1, 2019
• Lily, to Jeannie (Sibbett) Huskisson
'08 and Travis Huskisson '08, April 12
• Cedar, to Heather (Stevens) Rauh
'08 and Lyle Rauh '10, Dec. 20, 2019 •
MacKinley, to Amanda (Smith) Hulin '04
and Troy Hulin, Sept. 11, 2019 • Nathan,
to Nelson LaPlante '04 and April Yao,
Jan. 20,2019 • Emi, to Sean Kawakami
'03 and Kristina Kawakami, June
24,2018 • Henry, to Kendra Kimball
Chapman '01 and David Chapman, May
29, 2018
1980s-70s
1989
Jennifer Seyler works in employee
relations as a senior investigator at
Amazon in Seattle. Her daughters are 12
and 14.
1988
Kara Briggs is a tribal liaison for the
Washington Department of Revenue

in Tulalip. She completed her master
of public administration degree at
The Evergreen State College in 2010.
Elaine Brown is a chief psychologist
for the State of Nevada in Sparks. In
2015 she was named a Fellow of the
American Association on Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities. Darrell
Duncan married Brenda on March 18,
2017. Heather Harwell is director of
major gifts for St. Joseph Hospital
Foundation in Orange, Calif. Emily Lower
teaches social cultural anthropology
at Utah Valley University and manages
her local Presbyterian church office in
Springville, Utah. She tested for her red/
black belt in taekwondo in May. Dannie
(Denning) Russell published her fourth
nonfiction book. Bob Smoldt retired
after more than 30 years with the Los
Angeles County Sheriff's Department;
his most recent position was as a
sergeant in custody operations.

ALUMNI PROFILE
AMY STURDIVANT

1987
Marilyn (Magney) Newkirk lives in
Holland, Texas, with her daughter,
Teresa. They began the nonprofit Slice of
Heaven Educational Farm in 2018.
1986
Christie (Burchett) Jones is a
strategic sourcing program manager
for Providence St. Joseph Health in
Spokane. Danny Robins is a union
carpenter for United Brotherhood of
Carpenters in Wenatchee.
1985
Kay (Lawhorn) Jones teaches English
and history at Payette High School
near Caldwell, Idaho. She and her
husband, Troy, have been married for
37 years and have five children and
nine grandchildren. Jennifer (Kors)
Leighton is principal of Granite Bay High
School in Granite Bay, Calif. She and her
husband, Dave, have been married for 31
years. They have three children and one
grandchild.

Few people would take a punch or dodge an explosion for their
livelihood, but for stunt performer Amy Sturdivant '13, peril is a
passion (as it is for stunt performer and stunt coordinator Mikal
Kartvedt '88).
Sturdivant began researching stunt work as a sociology major
her junior year at Whitworth, after her dad sent her an article
about stunting. "That curiosity turned into a dream that grew into
something I realized might be attainable," she says.
With stunts, "the 'bread and butter' is fighting and falling,"
Sturdivant says. To maintain these skills, Sturdivant undergoes a
regimen of martial arts, yoga, and cardio and strength training. "You
need to be very in tune with your body, its abilities and limitations,

1984

air awareness, reaction time and strength."

Shannon (Holmes) Jacinto retired as
a school superintendent after a 30year career in education. She and her
husband live in Auburn, Calif., and have

Sturdivant's stunt skills have landed her in high-profile productions

four children and three grandchildren.
1983
Nancy (Krist) Douglas is a nurse at
University of Washington Medical Center.
She has two children. John Owen retired
from the U.S. Navy in 2015 and lives with
his family in Spokane.

including S.W.A.T, Call of Duty, Captain Marvel and, most recently,
The Mandalorian.
Whitworth helped Sturdivant adapt to new surroundings by
expanding her worldview, which now helps keep her safe on the job.
"With the risk involved, I need to put trust in those around me," she
says. "I enjoy getting to work with so many people from different
walks of life who have a mutual goal and love for what they do."
Though stunting is not what Sturdivant expected as a career, she
finds purpose in her work. "Faith has kept me on the right path," she
says. "In times of discouragement and hardship, I have always been
able to push through by trusting that there is a plan unseen." •
29

1982
Michael Calkins retired in 2019 after
more than 23 years with AAA. His last
position involved researching and
writing about emerging automotive
technologies. He lives in Sanford, Fla.
Roberta "Bobbi" Polkinghorn and
her husband live in Sandy, Utah, where
Bobbi runs a private psychotherapy
practice specializing in victim trauma.
1981
Greg Kull works in the information
technology industry for Odom Corp.
Psycho Suko has visited 49 countries
and enjoys permaculture gardening, tiny
house remodeling, and photography on
Bainbridge Island.
1980
Stephen Benz published his third book
of creative nonfiction, Topographies
(Etruscan Press), and a poetry
chapbook, Whirlwind, Thorn Tree,
Tumbleweed (Finishing Line Press).
He lives in Albuquerque, N.M. Dennis
Bowyer has three children and four
grandchildren. He has worked in the
parks and recreation department for the
City of Twin Falls, Idaho, for 34 years
and has served as director for 19 years.
1979
Ivan Brink retired and lives in Fairview,
Ore. Lyman Miller retired after teaching
history for 36 years in Sherwood, Ore.
Lyman lives in Portland, Ore., and has
two children.
1977
Debi (Klahn) Knight retired from the
library service. She and her husband,
Steve, celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary in June and live in Forks.
They have two grandchildren. Larry
Lynch survived the Paradise Camp Fire
and is getting back to life as usual in
Live Oak, Calif.

1976
Ted Christman and Becky Dakin '78
retired in 2019 and moved to the
Madison, Wis., area to be near their
granddaughter. They live on the Yahara
River. Connie (Smith) Ellis retired and
lives in Sherwood, Ark. Jeff Heaton and
his wife, Mary, moved to Copperopolis,
Calif., and are semi-retired. Laurie
(Dingman) Jones retired after 40 years
of elementary school teaching. She and
her husband, Roger Jones '75, enjoy
their children and four grandsons in
Olympia. Nancy (Brigham) Pehl and
her husband, Andrew, live in Terry,
Mont. They have three children and
four grandchildren. Andrew and their
son raise small grains as well as pulse
crops, and Nancy teaches eighth grade
calculus.
1975
The Rev. Rebecca (Ottmar) Anderson
retired from active ministry in January
and lives in Newport. She is writing
about veterans and casualties of
war from Pend Oreille County. Patti
(Nordskog) Davis moved to Springfield,
Ore. She is lecturing at Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute through California
State University, Chico. Paul Ellis is
director of economic development for
the City of Fairview Heights, III. Barbara
(Warden) File is a volunteer archivist for
the Department of Medieval Art at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York
City. Eric Olson retired after more than
36 years with the Boeing Co., where he
worked in finance and computing. He
and his wife live in the Phoenix area.
Libby (Lenox) Whittier retired from
Hennepin County Library in Minneapolis
and performs with the Elizabethan
Syngers, the longest-running act at the
Minnesota Renaissance Festival.

1974
Sharon (McGee) Fairchild retired as
chief marketing and communication
officer from Providence St. Joseph
Health after 17 years of service and
lives in Liberty Lake. Jeannine Graham
retired as associate professor emeritus
of religious studies at George Fox
University.
1973
Suzi (Bjerke) Johnsen has retired and
lives in Duluth, Minn. David Verdugo
was the 23rd inductee into the
University of Southern California Rossier
School of Education Hall of Fame. He
retired as superintendent of Paramount
(Calif.) Unified School District after 40
years in education.
1972
Jonathan Lewis is involved in volunteer
work on Vancouver Island, B.C. He
loves his wife of 43 years and their four
children and grandchildren.
1971
Elena (McKaughan) Leman is a Wycliffe
Bible Translators member and works as
an administrative assistant in Spokane.
1970
Tom Leyde is a freelance writer and a
driver for Lyft and Veyo in Marana, Ariz.
He enjoys playing guitar, singing and
writing songs.
1960s-50s
1968
Packard Brown has served as a
corporate leadership director and
a senior-level career consultant for
20 years in Centennial, Colo. Barry
Kirkeeng served as president of the
Grapeview Community Association in
2019. He lives on two acres in Grapeview,
with a large vegetable garden, a small
vineyard and a view of Mount Rainier.
1967
The Rev. Glen Thorp and Eugenia
(Stewart) Thorp '68 moved to
Georgetown, Texas, to be close to family.

ALUMNI CONNECTION

KNOW A
POTENTIAL
PIRATE?
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When alumni refer high school sophomores

Glen retired but is open to a part-time
position in transitional ministry.

or juniors to Whitworth before Aug. 2,2021,

1966

those students will receive a $1,000 Alumni
be renewed for up to four years. For details

Jon Randolph retired as a surgical
technologist for the United States Air
Force in Kirkland.

and to refer prospective Pirates, go to

1965

Referral Scholarship. This scholarship can

whitworth.edu/alumnischolarship.
Future Pirates can visit campus in person or
virtually. Find out more at whitworth.edu/
visit. Be sure to check out the $1,000 Visit
Scholarship!

Connie (Conant) Betts survived breast
cancer in 2016 and lives in Pendleton,
Ore. Glenn Jolley has solo backpacked
2,000 miles of the Pacific Crest Trail,

John Muir Trail and Wonderland Trail
over the past eight years. He lives with
his wife, Carla, on Whidbey Island. Marty
McWhinney is a reverse mortgage
specialist for Secured Capital Funding in
Long Beach, Calif.

ALUMNI PROFILE
JACK & GERRY
ECCLES

1964
Frances (Herrett) Irwin and her late
husband, James, served in missions to
Ethiopia, Liberia, Kenya and Nigeria.
Frances retired from nursing and lives in
Moses Lake. Carol (Eyestone) Records
moved to Port Ludlow after her husband's
death last year. Peter Tsai retired and
now spends his time in Honolulu and
Zhongshan, China.
1961
Wayne Potter lives at Willamette View,
an active community for seniors in Oak
Grove, Ore.
1960
Lola (Anderson) Blackwell is retired
with her husband, Ken. They enjoy
serving their friends and neighbors in
Albuquerque, N.M.
1959
Janeth (Park) Childers retired from her
career as a medical transcriptionist and
medical secretary in Chattanooga, Tenn.
Shoji (Kent) Ikeda has five children and 12
grandchildren and lives in Belmont, Calif.
1953
Harry Lewis and his wife, Norma, are
retired in Sacramento, Calif.
1951
Bob Peck is retired after serving as
president of five liberal arts colleges
(three as interim president). He is a hobby
wooden boat builder and is active in St.
John's Episcopal Church in Olympia.

At age 93, John "Jack" Eccles '51 lives at Hillcrest Convalescent
Center in Durham, N.C., even though he does not require the
facility's services. His wife, however, does. Geraldine "Gerry"
(Knobel) Eccles '51 has Alzheimer's disease. When Jack arrived
at the facility on March 12 to spend the day with Gerry as usual,
the center turned him away. Hillcrest had shut its doors to visitors
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Jack, a Baptist pastor who holds two doctorates, moved into
Hillcrest the next day. He made arrangements with the center to
rent a single room there so he could tend to Gerry. He hasn't left
the facility since then.
"We're married," he says. "I want to be with her. She took care of

IN MEMORIAM

me for 70 years, and now it's my turn."
Jack, who served in the U.S. Merchant Marine during World War
II, met Gerry at Whitworth in 1949, when she smiled at the history

Obituaries received Feb. 21-Sept. 30 appear
in the fall issue of Whitworth Today. Bolded
names without class years indicate those who
attended Whitworth but did not graduate. All
cities listed are located in Washington state
unless otherwise noted.

2000s
Sandra "Sandi" (Grimmer) Mead M.Ed. '06,
of Nine Mile Falls, died Jan. 8. Nancy Ross
Kennedy MIM '10, of Spokane, died Sept. 3.

1990s
Katy (Haessly) Owsley M.Ed. '99, of
Spokane, died Feb. 2. Survivors include her
son Ryan Owsley '24

major outside the dining hall. "That was all it took," he says.
Gerry, an education major, didn't fall for Jack right away, turning
down his invitation to a basketball game on campus. "For a less
persistent person, that would have been the end, but not Jack,"
she wrote in the couple's wedding album.
After their marriage in 1950 and graduation from Whitworth, Jack
attended a Baptist seminary and they began their family, which
grew to include six girls and three boys.
Last July, the couple celebrated their 70th anniversary at Hillcrest,
their family members gathered outside the lobby windows and via
Zoom. A framed wedding portrait beside Jack and Gerry showed
the young, bespectacled couple standing close and smiling,
gazing at each other with steadfast love. •
Details and quotes are drawn from an Aug. 21, 2020, story in The Wall
Street Journal.

1980s

1960s

July 5. Survivors include her husband,

The Rev. Virginia Studer '80, of Sierra

Ronald Detrick, of Shelton, died Feb. 29.

Ore., died March 21, 2018. James Carlsen

Vista, Ariz., died March 20. Beverley
(MacDonald) Ericson '81. of Seattle, died

Survivors include his wife, Joan Detrick
'85; son, Mel Detrick '85; and daughters

May 9. Bill McClung '81, of Richland, died

Ronna Detrick '83 and Lorri Detrick

'50, of Walla Walla, died June 11. Evelyn
Virginia Danke '50, of Spokane, died
Feb. 16. Helen (Schneider) Roth '50, of

'90. Merlin Hauan '60, of Carrollton,

Wenatchee, died Sept. 6. Colleen (Pickert)

Texas, died in 2019. Anita Rigstad '60,
of Salt Lake City, died March 30. She

Adams '51, of Pullman, died Aug. 11. She

May 23, 2018. Survivors include his wife,
Tammy Nguyen. Mike Charles '82, of
Forest Grove, Ore., died March 6. Survivors
include his wife, Judy '81. Leslie (Munro)
Weller '82, of Spokane, died April 30.
Survivors include her husband, Jerry
Weller. Dennis Nichols '83, of Bellingham,

Alex Antes. James Baer, of Medford,

was preceded in death by her husband,
Sam Adams '52. Survivors include her

was preceded in death by her husband,
Robert Rigstad '59, and is survived by two

sons Steve Adams '81 and James Adams;

sons including Peter Rigstad '85. Diane

and grandchildren Katie Adams '16, Drew

Virginia Sharp '60, M.Ed. '64, of Spokane,

Adams '16 and Ryan Adams '18 Marilyn

died Jan. 31. Survivors include his wife,

died Aug. 26. Keith Fleshman '61, of

(Cordell) Hough '51, of Charleston,

Georgeanne Nichols. Eileen "Mitzi"

Brookings, Ore., died July 30. Survivors
include his wife, Beverly Fleshman. Dewey
Lehnen '61, of Sacramento, Calif., died
June 8, 2018. Michael Mayer '61, died Nov.
16, 2018. Robert Johnson, of Spokane,
died Jan. 19. Survivors include his wife,

S.C., died June 26. Survivors include her

Barbara Sue Johnson. Jerold "Jerry"
Scollard '62, of Victoria, B.C., died Aug.
25. Survivors include his wife, Sandra
Scollard. Jacqueline (Howard) Swyer '62,
of Snohomish, died Jan. 31. Roger Records

include her daughter Chris (Yeaworth)

Pickard '83, of Arlington, Va„ died April 13.
Elaine (Paulsen) Brant '84, of Minneapolis,
died Feb. 19. Carol Buschmann '85, of
Seattle, died July 22. Margaret Fowler
'85, of San Francisco, died March 14.
Nancy Stone M.Ed. '85, of Spokane, died
March 10. Marilyne (Tuffin) Butler MAT
'87, of Spokane, died May 18. Survivors
include her husband, Bruce Butler. Cynthia
Hoisington '87, of Newport, died July 31.

1970s
Betty (Brudseth) Moen '70, of Spokane,
died April 4. Doris Pierce '70, of Redmond,
died Feb. 7. Jim Barrett MAT '71, of
Spokane, died May 7. Vicki (Bunn) Ellis
'72, of Spanaway, died March 21. Robert
"Rapid" "Bob" Isitt '72, M.Ed. '80, of
Spokane, died Sept. 18. Survivors include
his wife, Karmen Isitt. Armande Aller,
of Spokane, died Feb. 25. Lois Emerson
'73, of Sandpoint, Idaho, died Sept. 15.
Sherri Diane (Owen) Slater, of Silverton,
Ore., died July 13. Survivors include her
husband, Graham Slater. Marian MaCurdy,
of Stanford, Calif., died May 27. Janet Hicks
'74, of Spokane, died March 31. Survivors
include her husband, Whitworth Professor
Emeritus of Biology Dave Hicks; children
Brenda Arkills-Richie '83, Cheryl (Hicks)
Kimball '88 and her husband, David
"Chip" Kimball '88, and Alan Hicks '00;
and grandchildren Emilie Kimball '11 and
Alexis Kimball '15. Michael Bartlett '76,
of Spokane, died Dec. 21, 2019. Survivors
include his wife, Barbara Bartlett. Nancy
Lindberg M.Ed. '76, of Minneapolis, died
July 24. Willis Mohney '76, of Spokane,
died Jan. 27. Janice (Droge) Welch, of
Bozeman, Mont., died June 11. Steven
Poor, of San Jose, Calif., died Dec. 1, 2019.
Survivors include his wife, Stephanie
Mason. Cleo Hyde M.Ed. '78, of Deer Park,
died April 20. John Sonneland '78, of
Spokane, died June 19. Survivors include
his wife, Chris Sonneland '77; brother
Andy Sonneland '87 and sister-in-law
Krisi Sonneland '93; sister-in-law Patty
(Brunner) Sonneland '83; nephews Adam
Sonneland '22 and Andrew Sonneland
'23; and niece Emily Sonneland '17,

of Cambridge, Mass., died Aug. 17. Grace
(Clark) Yeaworth '52, of Seattle, died
Aug. 17. She was preceded in death by her
husband, David Yeaworth '51; survivors
Bollinger. Dinah (Watkins) Widmer. of
Spokane, died March 18. She is survived
by her husband. Woody Widmer '55.
Rose (Frederick) Bye, of Coulee City,

'63, of Kent, died June 3, 2019. Jerry

died Feb. 8. Barbara (Ranzenbach) Scott

Ringer '63, of Auburn, Calif., died Feb. 8.

'53, of Cheney, died April 24. Survivors

Survivors include his wife, Carol "Witt"

include her husband, Robert Scott. Joyce

Ringer '60, and his son Christopher
Ringer '88. Norma (Crowley) Blessing

Elaine (Dudeck) Beeksma '54, of Oak
Harbor, died May 20. Survivors include

'64, of Coeur dAlene, Idaho, died May

her husband, Barney Beeksma '54. See

6. Gary Kelly '64, of Spokane, died Jan.
3. Survivors include his wife, Julie Kelly.
Barbara (Dick) Mitchell '64, of Bakersfield,

obituary on P. 33. Sadako (Kurisaka)

Calif., died Oct. 28,2019. Survivors include
her husband, Mitch Mitchell. Pamela Spear
Scruggs '64, of Sheridan, Wyo., died

Graves '54, of Geneva, Switzerland,
died Nov. 20, 2019. Connie (Williams)
Robertson '54. of St. John, died Feb. 12.
Joan (Cannon) Rasmussen '55, of Pasco,
died July 16. James Adams Jr. '56, of

June 12. Survivors include her husband,

Washington, D.C., died Sept. 12, 2019.

Dan Scruggs. Jim Charbonneau '65, of

Survivors include his wife, Mary Turner

Spokane, died June 26. Randy Hearne
'65, of Spokane, died Jan. 21. Ronalyn

Adams. Maryiva Carpenter '56, of Poplar,

Akcadogan '66, of Denver, died July

Fawcett, of Dubuque, Iowa, died May 11,

5, 2017. Douglas Bass, of Vancouver,

2019. He is survived by his wife, VeNita

Mont., died March 6. The Rev. Henry

died Jan. 20,2018. Ben Thurman '66,

(Peterson) Fawcett '56 Bevely Olson

of Metaline, died March 29. Survivors

'57, of Stanwood, died May 28. Charles

include his wife, Sharon Cartwright. Betty
(Bushnell) Wesoloski '66, of Hadley,

Shallbetter '57, of Lynnwood, died Aug.

Mass., died June 19. Survivors include her

died June 5. Survivors include his wife,

husband, Jim Wesoloski. Dorothy Lois

Ruth Askine. JoAnn Hopkins Funk '58.

21. David Askine '58, of Pasadena, Texas,

(Dickman) Lanphere '67, of Bellevue, died

of Yakima, died July 10. Survivors include

March 18. David Syferd '67, of Seattle, died
Feb. 14. Survivors include his wife, Trudi

her husband, Pete Funk. Bob Gray '58,
of Issaquah, died May 31. Ernest "Gene"

Syferd. Wayne Clasen '68, of Yakima, died

Unruh '59, of Richland, died April 10.

Feb. 29. Survivors include his wife, Sandy
Clasen. Bert Husband '68. of Rochester,

He was preceded in death by his wife,

N.Y., died March 12. Barbara Peters '68,
of Lake Chelan, died March 17. Charlene

(Powers) Wyers '59, of Mohler, Idaho, died
July 14.

(Schafer) Statema '68, of Puyallup,
died Dec. 15,2019. Lois (Baker) Taylor

1940s

Margarette (Scharff) Unruh '49. Dianne

'68, M.Ed. '95, of Spokane, died May 9.
Gerald Klein, of Cheney, died Jan. 31.

Survivors include her husband, Rich Taylor.
Eugene Kelly MAT '69, of Spokane, died

Delia Pederson '46. of Yakima, died July

Sept. 28,2019. Steven Moore '69, of Mesa,

13. The Rev. Barbara (Mullen) Stout '47,

Ariz., died June 25. Donna Young '69, of

of Claremont, Calif., died Feb. 15. She

Coeur dAlene, Idaho, died Oct. 25, 2018.

was preceded in death by her husband,

1950s
Bunny (Gwinn) Antes '50, of Seattle, died
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husband, Vern Hough. David Allen SSJE,

George Stout '50. Vera "Vee" (Bukan)
Schilperoort '48, of Yakima, died March
17. Margaret Dennis '49. of Yakima, died
June 19.

CLAIRE MCDONALD
Claire Millicent McDonald died May 20 in Spokane. She
was 95. Claire and her husband, Bob, have supported
countless Whitworth students through their McDonald
Opportunity Scholars Program. Claire grew up in
California, and she met Bob at the Bell Telephone Co. in
San Francisco, where they both worked; they married
in 1949. The McDonalds retired to Spokane in 1980
and started the McDonald Work Awards Program at
Gonzaga University. That program served as the model
for their opportunity scholars program at Whitworth,
which enables students in need to earn money by
working in their field of study. The McDonalds also
developed the Robert & Claire McDonald Charitable
Remainder Unitrust at Whitworth. "Claire's greatest
love, after Bob, was students," says Rick Hornor '70,
professor emeritus of theatre. "She and Bob came from
humble roots, and they lived humbly so they could
endow work scholarships for thousands of students.
With twinkling eyes and impish smiles, they would say,
'Students shouldn't have to flip burgers at McDonald's
to pay for college. We want them to be paid to start
getting experience in their areas of study.'" Claire is
survived by Bob, her husband of 70 years.

JOYCE BEEKSMA
Joyce Elaine (Dudeck) Beeksma '54, who, with her
husband, Barney Beeksma '54, provided the lead gift
for Whitworth's Beeksma Family Theology Center, died
May 20 in Oak Harbor. She was 87. Joyce was born in
Spokane and received a B.A. in elementary education
from Whitworth, where she met Barney. Joyce taught
elementary school in Spokane and in Oak Harbor. Joyce
and Barney supported several Whitworth capital projects;
their $1.5 million gift in 2016 for the new theology center
and chapel remodel provided a vibrant new home for the
theology department, the Office of Church Engagement
and campus ministry. "I will always remember Joyce's
radiant smile the day we dedicated the theology center,"
says Jerry Sittser, professor emeritus of theology and
senior fellow of the Office of Church Engagement. "It was
a smile of goodness and generosity, of Christian love for
others, of devotion to God." Joyce is survived by Barney,
her husband of 65 years; three children and their spouses
including son-in-law Clark Donnell, a former member
of the Whitworth Board of Trustees; 10 grandchildren
including Scott Donnell '08, Joshua Beeksma '14,
Bradley Beeksma '16, Stuart Beeksma '18, Tom Dale '19
and Andrew Beeksma '20; and four great-grandchildren.
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BILL FIX
Trustee Emeritus William "Bill" C. Fix died May 30
in Spokane. He was 94. Bill was born in Seattle; he
attended the U.S. Navy's V-12 College Training Program
at the University of Washington, where he majored in
industrial engineering. He then earned an engineering
degree at Yale University. During the Korean War
he was drafted into the U.S. Army, and he taught at
the Presidio of Monterey. In 1950 he married Harriet
Johnston and the couple moved to Spokane, where
Bill began a 20-year career with Columbia Electric. An
avid runner, climber and mountaineer, Bill donated his
extensive collection of mountaineering books, along
with funds to curate the collection, to Whitworth's
Cowles Memorial Library to inspire students to climb
at home and abroad. Bill was a founding member of
The Whitworth Foundation and served on its board
from 1975-90 and 1997-2015, growing the university's
endowment significantly; he also served on the
Whitworth Board of Trustees from 1975-87 and 19882016. He received the George F. Whitworth Medal in
1983. "Bill's service to Whitworth was extraordinary,
says Stacey Smith '86, senior associate vice president
for institutional advancement. "Along with Harriet, he
faithfully served the Whitworth community for more
than 50 years and sought to ensure that Whitworth's
mind-and-heart mission would endure and thrive." Bill
was preceded in death by Harriet, his wife of 65 years,
and two daughters; he is survived by two sons.

WHITWORTH
STAFF

RON DETRICK '63, director of alumni
relations from 1980-88, died Feb. 29 in
Shelton. He was 82.
ANGELA FLORY, former instructor of home
economics, died Sept. 4 in McMinnville, Ore.
She was 95.
LAWRENCE R. JONES, former maintenance
manager, died June 27 in Post Falls, Idaho.
He was 79.
KEITH DUNCAN RIECKERS, adjunct
professor of law in the School of Business
from 2009-11, died March 4 in Spokane He
was 74.
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HOW TO MAKE AND BREAK BREAD
BY GREGOR THUSWALDNER

PROVOST & EXECUTIVE
VICE PRESIDENT
One of the outcomes of the pandemic has been

the flour, ideally overnight in the refrigerator, the result will

an increase in sourdough bread baking and the

be absolutely delectable.

experimentation in baking all things. All over the nation,
homebound Americans have discovered the refined taste
of flour naturally fermented by wild yeasts and bacteria
strands, particularly those of the lactobacilli type.
I learned how to make sourdough breads more than 10
years ago by reading Peter Reinhart's fabulous books.
Reinhart, winner of the James Beard Foundation's National
Bread Competition, is an Eastern Orthodox Christian who
has also written about the spiritual aspects of his trade:

While some bread bakers describe the kneading of the
dough as highly therapeutic, I find the gifting of bread
even more rewarding. My co-workers know that sooner or
later they can expect a fresh sourdough loaf on their desk.
Breaking bread is the ultimate image of Christian
community. Christians all over the world regularly come
together to commemorate the life and sacrificial death of
our Savior by receiving the gifts of communion.

The yeast needs to die to give us life in the form of bread.

I have found that baking bread - especially for other

In John 6:35 Jesus calls himself the "bread of life." There

people - can support and strengthen our communal

is a reason why in the Lord's Prayer Christians ask God for

bonds. So, watch out: You may receive one of my

their daily bread (and not their daily potato).

sourdough loaves! •

To make what I would consider some of the best
sourdough breads, one has to be patient. When the yeasts
and the bacteria have the right amount of time to ferment

Gregor Thuswaldner joined the Whitworth community in July. A native of Salzburg, Austria, his last name is pronounced Toos-vald-nuh.
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PLAN
an intention or decision about what one is going to do;
a specific project or definite purpose

m

Thinking about writing your will? It's never too early to
make a plan. Find out how you can provide for those you
love while supporting the university you love.

whitworth.giftplans.org
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